THE  REGENERATION  OF  BRITAIN

political gimmick with little military value. AH that is true,
and such strains as derive from it are not likely to be relieved.
But in other respects Anglo-American co-operation is likely
to be much easier under Wilson than it could ever be under
Home. The renegotiation of the Nassau Agreement would cer-
tainly be regarded in Washington as very helpful in then-
campaign to stop the proliferation of nuclear weapons. For
Britain it would buy greater independence in foreign policy
than could ever be achieved while we depend on the Ameri-
can Congress to authorise the supply of the Polaris missiles on
which the whole "independent" project depends. A Labour
Government would also find itself working much more closely
with America at the United Nations. The appointment of a
top-ranking political Minister at the Security Council (com-
parable with Adlai Stevenson in the American Government)
would lead to more joint action in the UN, on issues of
colonial freedom, human rights, peace-keeping, and help for
underdeveloped areas.

But perhaps the greatest improvement will flow from the
revived interest that would begin when this country was seen,
itself, to have rejected the old and to have set out on a new
course with a new sense of purpose. Wilson's New Britain will
have far more in common with F.D.R.'s New Deal and Ken-
nedy's New Frontier America than Home's England ever
could* For example, much of the inspiration of Labour's
Socialist policy for comprehensive schools, university expan-
SKH*, and scientific and technical advance, comes from the
pioneering work done over there.

Similarly the new legislation to outlaw racial discrimination
that will be enacted owes much to American experience of the
value of entrenching human rights. Above all, the deliberate
democratisation. of British life which is to be undertaken can
be seea as the direct re-import of the spirit of the 1776 revo-
lution. This island as a toy soldier tourist paradise, with its
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